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7 June 2010

Tim Holding MP

Minister for Water

Level 26, 121 Exhibition St
MELBOURNE 3000

Dear Minister,

Maribyrnong Bulk Entitlement (Southern Rural Water) Proposed Amendment.

Please find attached an application by Southern Rural Water for amendment to its Bulk Water
Entitlement — Maribyrnong River.

As you would be aware the Maribyrnong catchment is continuing to experience dry conditions
resulting in extremely low inflows to Rosslynne Reservoir. Over the past six years both temporary
amendments and declarations of water shortages with rights being qualified for critical needs have
been initiated. These measures have provided emergency environmental pulse releases
downstream and as a contingency for supply to Gisborne and Sunbury townships in the event of a
Melbourne Water supply failure. The current qualification of rights made in December 2008 is due to
expire on June 30, 2010.

Southern Rural Water have met with other Maribyrnong bulk entittement holders Western Water,
Melbourne Water and the Department of Sustainability to find a longer term solution to deal with
continued low inflows. The parties agreed that an amendment to the Southern Rural Water bulk
entitlement (which defines Maribyrnong passing flow requirements) is the preferred means to
manage emergency water needs for the longer term. These measures will continue to allow for
emergency pulse releases to maintain river health.

The consequences of not having measures in place (amendment to bulk entitlement) before the
expiry date would mean unwarranted passing flow releases from the Rosslynne storage, depleting
already critical low reserves.

Southern Rural Water have further consulted with the Department and gained approval in support of
this amendment from Western Water and Melbourne Water. The application will provide for further
sustained environmental flow needs and provide for emergency reserves for the townships of
Gisborne and Sunbury.

Yours sincerely,

L

CLINTON RODDA
Managing Director
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